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We are very pleased to announce the addition of Nardhana Academy of Dance

Under the direction of Ms. Ramaa Ramesh

[image: image2.jpg]



Ramaa Ramesh is a renowned Bharatanatyam dancer and the Director of “Nardhana Academy of Dance”, a dance school founded by her in 1992. Ramaa trained under Padmashri Smt. Chitra Visweswaran – a world famous Bharatanatyam dancer/teacher - for over fifteen years in a dance style that blends the best of three schools – Thanjavur, Vazhuvur, Pandanallur. She taught as a senior staff member in “Chidambaram Academy of Arts”, her Guru’s dance school. She has performed professionally in India for prestigious organizations and sabhas in Chennai and the National Center for Performing Arts in Bombay. Her performances and lecture-demonstrations in foreign countries include extensive dance tours in the USA, France, Middle East and Japan. Throughout her dance career, she has won several awards and holds raving press reviews to her credit.  She has a Masters Degree in Dance from Temple University, Philadelphia and continued to pursue a doctoral degree in dance. She also teaches an introductory course to Bharatanatyam at the Bryn Mawr College, PA.
Ramaa has always dedicated her efforts towards perfection of teaching her Guru’s style of dance in order to preserve its purity while being passed down the generations. Ramaa has leaned on creating and improvising within the limits of the style. She enjoys choreographing to lyrical interpretations of different Indian languages. Technical perfection, flawless rendering and realistic expressions are few of the details that she likes to adhere to in her teaching as well as performance. She encourages her students to perform in public as often as possible, so they can gain exposure and self-confidence. 
Born as the grand-niece of the famous South Indian Poet/ Freedom Fighter, Sri. Subramania Bharatiyar, Ramaa takes great pride in continuing with her family legacy.

About Nardhana Academy of Dance 

Nardhana Academy of Dance founded by Ms. Ramaa Ramesh had a humble beginning in 1992. It has grown extensively, maintaining high quality of training and performance. The main focus of this institution is to instill an awareness of the rich Indian art and culture in its purest form to the next generation. In order to accomplish this goal, apart from the practical aspects of Bharatanatyam, theory, Nattuvangam (wielding cymbals to conduct stage recitals), stage decor, lighting, teaching methodology, philosophy of movement and music are also stressed upon. Exploring into other cognate art forms is also encouraged. 

Nardhana Academy has accelerated programs for sincere students with deep interest in the art form. Senior students are encouraged to participate in many of the recitals that the Academy gets invited to perform. Such performances build the self esteem of the students and boost their confidence level as they continue to refine their presentation skills. The yearly annual showing for the parents gives an opportunity for each student of the dance school to participate in a stage performance. The Academy has staged over 25 Arangetrams (debut full length recitals) so far, accompanied by live orchestra from India, featuring exclusive repertoires. 

Other than its regular performances, and Lecture-Demonstrations Nardhana Academy is also known for its group productions which include thematic interpretations in a dance-drama pattern, and group choreographies which have been presented in numerous locations and events including, the Philadelphia Museum of the Arts, the Balch Institute, the Temple University Alumni Concert, Main Campus & Ambler Campus, the Bryn Mawr College Faculty Dance Concert, the Cabrini College Contemporary Dance Company Performance, Asian American Heritage Month Celebration, the S.V. Temple, Pittsburg, PA, the Maha Lakshmi Temple, DE & the HARI Temple, Harrisburg, PA.
 Instructors 
Our dance instructors have been trained extensively at the Academy to teach and perform Bharatanatyam. Their dedication and expertise have influenced the beginners and young dancers of the Academy positively. Their ability to extract the best talent has resulted in a strong physical and emotional foundation for advanced training and development of the students. As talented performing artists, they impart special skills needed for performance in their teaching curriculum. 

Class Schedule, Attendances & Tuition at the Dance Depot Studio 
Students must be at least 6 years of age to register for this program. Classes will be conducted for one hour on Sundays from 11.00 am to 12 noon from September through June. A tuition of $65.00 per month is payable on the first class of the month. This tuition is non refundable. There is a late fee of $10.00 after the 15th of the month. You can mail payment to avoid the late fee. A $25.00 fee applies for all returned checks. Classes will not be taught on major holidays; however the same monthly tuition prevails. Classes will not be rescheduled due to holiday closings. Weather related cancellations will be rescheduled on a selected Saturday afternoon.
Classes are scheduled to begin March 7, 2010
